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The Academy Congratulates President and Dean Award Winners 

AT THE OPENING OF THE 20161-17 SCHOOL YEAR A FESTIVE CEREMONY WAS HELD DURING WHICH ACADEMY PRESIDENT PROF. YINAM 
LEEF AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, ATTY. YAIR GREEN ADDRESSED THE STUDENTS AND DURING WHICH THE PRESIDENT AND FACULTY 
DEAN AWARDS WERE PRESENTED FOR ACHIEVEMENTS DURING THE 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR. 

News from the Jerusalem Academy 
High School of Music and Dance

The first semester of the year was full of events 
in the music and dance study tracks, along 
with community volunteer activities, 
preparation for IDF recruitment and 
community involvement.

The Music Department
The weekly concert season of students and 
guests appearing before the music 
department opened. The first concert was 
given by percussionist and conductor Chen 
Zimbalista, and featured a quartet of string 
players of the high school: Itamar Ben-Dahan, 
Alex Pirsky, Noa Dekel and Isaac Nuri. The 
special ensemble played pieces by Piazzolla, 
Eugene Levitas and JS Bach. After the concert 

a lively discussion was held with students on 
the subject of performance-related skills.
In late November there was a master class in 
the music department's jazz program, hosted 
by Dana Stevens, one of the greatest 
saxophonists of our time, who lives and works 
in New York and plays all over the world with 
leading musicians. The event was opened by 
the jazz department coordinator, Tal Gamliel's 
trio, featuring two of the high school's 
graduates, pianist Hai-Bar-David and 
drummer Amir Bar-Akiva. In the master class, 
students Alinoam Varshavsky, Yiftach Katz, 
Itamar Dahan, Bar Filippovich and Jonathan 
Tajer performed. The event was a fascinating 
and exciting musical and learning experience 
for the track's students.
In early September the high school hosted a 
Jewish-Arab ensemble from the Alpert Music 

Center in Jerusalem, ahead of its trip to 
perform before the UN General Assembly in 
New York. The ensemble is comprised of six 
young musicians, including high school 
student clarinetist Matan Sasson with a 
flute,violin, piano, darbuka drum and string 
instruments - oud and mandolin. The 
program included songs in Hebrew and 
Arabic arranged under the guidance of 
teacher and pianist Zeev Toren.
The Dance Department
At the end of October eleventh grade 
dancers, accompanied by musicians from the 
high school, participated in the Parade of 
Love, Reconciliation and Tolerance, which was 
titled "Flower of Love". 
The event was held as part of the dance and 
art festival "From Jaffa to Agrippa", held at the 
Mahane Yehuda market to mark the opening 

Academy President's Award:
Ido Romano, composition – First year M.Mus.
Rationale: The prize was awarded for impressive achievements in 
all �elds of study, especially in composition; for creating a 
well-formulated individual style, with outstanding rich 
imagination, for composition technique at the highest level, for 
deep musical insights and for exquisite musical taste.

Dean's Award, Faculty for the Performing Arts:
Yuval Teeni, Classical Guitar, fourth year
Rationale: The prize was awarded to a student who 
demonstrated high achievements and excellence in 
playing the classical guitar, combined with special merit in 
theoretical studies.

Dean's Award, Faculty for Composition, Conducting and 
Music Education:
Tom Karni, Orchestra Conducting, third year
Rationale: The prize was awarded for academic excellence and 
dedication to the profession of conducting where special 
musical and technical talents are discovered. In addition, it was 
awarded for Tom's organizational skills and willingness to 
volunteer for any purpose, and to o�er help and support of his 
friends and colleagues.Dean's Award, Faculty of Multidisciplinary Music Award:

Gur Shafriri, Composition, third year
Rationale: The prize was awarded for academic excellence 
in composition, for deep thinking based on knowledge of 
tradition, alongside original and personal re�ection, which 
is fundamental to a future of high artistic and creative 
levels.

Dean's Award, Faculty of Dance:
Talia Elbaz, Dept. of Dance, fourth year
Rationale: The prize was awarded for excellence in all fields of study 
and work, to a great dancer at the core, a thorough and inquisitive 
student in academic studies, and as a teacher with full control of the 
material and of exceptional ability in presenting it to her students.

Yael Eden, Dept. of Movement, fourth year
Rationale: The prize was awarded for excellence in the Movement 
Department and in the Choreography Program, which takes form in 
notable achievements in performance, in creative and theoretical 
lessons alike, and in significant contribution, in both work and ideas, 
in the classroom and for the Department.

Dean of Student's Award:
Sarah Neviim, trumpet, third year
Rationale: As part of the Perach project, Sarah has 
voluntarily taken on the task of teaching a student who 
was rejected from regular study tracks due to 
adjustment problems. She guided and led him to an 
impressive performance at the end of year concert.

Students received awards for outstanding achievements in 
the �eld of art and education, as well as for special 
contribution to the social and creative environment in 
which they operate and succeed. These are the names of 
the award winners:



Amir, the Academy congratulates your appointment to the 
position of Dean of the Faculty of Dance. As a creative artist and 
as a teacher in many varied dance frameworks, how do you see 
the role of artistic education of the Faculty?
The Faculty of Dance at the Academy is a place that o�ers 
students a wide range of opportunities and options, much more 
than anywhere else in the country. The undergraduate degree 
we o�er is a unique B.Dance, while other institutions o�er a B.Ed., 
which is in education. The undergraduate curriculum also 
incorporates a teaching certi�cate, but it focuses on the artistic 
�eld. And we also have a master's degree in dance, which is not 
granted by any other academic institution in the country. This is a 
formal aspect, which is very important, but it is only one of many 
aspects and areas where there is a history 
of the Academy being the pioneer.
Another area where our faculty made a 
breakthrough is the unique learning 
system, divided into two �elds: 
movement and dance, which are very 
di�erent in content, but we also created 
the possibility of combing these study 
tracks to allow students to expand their 
horizons and experience a greater variety 
of disciplines. Thanks to the approval of 
the Council for Higher Education, we 
opened a new unique track on 
choreography, which we think very 
important, special track for third and 
fourth year students interested in 
creativity. This year we are focusing on 
execution excellence program. And so the 
Academy o�ers the entire range of 
possible directions for the future development of the students, 
the plan stands on three legs: the highest level of performance, 
of education and of creativity-choreography.

What is your vision for the continued development of the faculty, 
to be realized in your tenure as Dean?
One aspect that has not yet su�ciently re�ected in our 
educational work is the theoretical aspect. There is still no 
emphasis on this aspect, even though there is a basic teaching in 
the �eld. This is one challenge for the future. We would also, as 
part of our fantasies, like to continue and re�ne the existing 
tracks, and once again make the Academy a place where young 
dancers who want to get the training required come to become 
professional dancers. Continuing the performance work done at 
the Faculty, the program of excellence in dance is the beginning 
of a signi�cant step forward in the �eld.
I hope to promote the Faculty as a leading institute in action and 

in training, a not-so-simple-challenge 
due to our location in Jerusalem, with 
competition for recruiting �rst-class 
teachers versus Tel Aviv is �erce, where 
there is a critical mass of the dance 
scene in the country. We have always 
overcome the disadvantage of location 
position in Jerusalem, which is 
perceived as not attractive, thanks to a 
good study program and excellent 
teachers. But I would also like to see us 
integrate more with our alumni in the 
dance activity across the country. For 
those who are already working in the 
�eld, we o�er an additional layer via the 
Master's program. But in the 
undergraduate degree, 95% of 
students have no real prior professional 
experience. And on both levels our job 

is to create leadership also in the practice and also in the minds of 
all who are seeking a framework for personal development in 
dance.

 On a Friday afternoon in mid-November 2016, the Jerusalem Academy 
of Music and Dance brought a jazz show of the best jazz classics and 
original compositions to the Beit Hayotzer hall in 
the Tel Aviv port. Leading Israeli jazz artists 
participated in the show: Eli Degibri, Yuval Cohen, 
Ilan Salem, Rony Holan, Albert Beger, Yorai Oron, 
Yaaki Levy and Katia Toobool, all the faculty of the 
Academy's Cross-Disciplinary Instrumental 
Division, along with students – the 
representative Jazz Ensemble led by Yaaki Levy, 
as well as graduates Avior Rokach and Michael 
Edwards. The show, initiated by Mr. Yaron Gazit of 
the Academy's Board of Governors and produced 
by the Cross-Disciplinary Instrumental Division 
head Yuval Cohen, was created entirely by the 
department's teachers, all of them international 
jazz musicians and composers, along with their students. It was a 
unique and exciting event, received with great enthusiasm by the 
crowd. All revenue from the show was dedicated to scholarships for 

outstanding students in the Division, whose graduates are recognized 
and highly regarded around the world as ambassadors of the new 

sounds of Israeli jazz. Yuval Cohen 
summarized: "The Academy is very proud 
of the department and its students, and the 
scholarships for outstanding students is 
important to us. That is why the entire 
Division's sta� and Academy sta� got 
together to produce this special musical 
event". The show's program included 
standards incorporated into new 
arrangements, alongside special 
compositions written especially for this 
concert, some as free improvisation jazz 
compositions of the highest level, some as 
unique duets, others as quartets for whom 

it was their debut, and large ensembles; And the special musically 
creative marathon ended with a jam session of all participants, in the 
tradition of jazz."

Interview with Amir Kolben

By: Galia Regev

JAM'd - Jazz from the Academy

The Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance: Giv’at Ram, Jerusalem 9190401 |  Tel:  02 6759911 | Fax:  02 6527713 |                  “JAMDMedia” |  Site:  www.jamd.ac.il
Content Editor: Galia Regev | Design:  Colorprint | Photography: Dan Porges, Yonatan dror, Keren Tamooz Brown Leer, Bar Mazor, Udi Hilman, Dunvael  

Publicity & Marketing Director: Yonatan Dror | English translation: Joe Brown Leer



1

Udi Perlman, a graduate student of composition at the Jerusalem 
Academy of Music and Dance, musicians of the Mendi Rodan Symphony 
Orchestra and the Jerusalem Academy Chamber Choir took part in the 
main event celebrating Wroclaw in Poland as the European Capital of 
Culture 2016 in June 2016. A huge concert was held on the banks of the 
river Oder, featuring a compilation of works for choir and orchestra, the 
Flow Quartet, whose four sections were each composed by a young 
composer from a di�erent country associated with the history of the city 
of Wroclaw. Each part is also a work in and of itself and is linked to the 
complex story of Wroclaw, with each chapter focusing on a separate 
historical period of the city, during the 20th century.
Udi Perlman composed the opening movement, "Construction and 
Rhythm", which focused on the period between the World Wars, the days 
of the Weimar Republic - when the city was still part of Germany. "The 
text I chose," says Perlman, "is a poem by Heinrich Heine, translated into 
Hebrew by Lea Goldberg: "You �ow in my soul/Melody of purity/Fly, free 
spring song, to the expanse/�ooded with light. Fly, please, to the 
garden/There the �owering has begun/If you should meet a rose/Give 
her my blessing." There is a wonderful rendition of the song by Ester 
Ofarim and I decided to quote a section of that performance in my work. 
I wanted to address the topic in an abstract and general way, and not in a 
directly descriptive way. So I chose the text of Heine, which is horribly 
naive. I thought of it as a kind of symbol of the era of the past, a lost era, a 
kind of collective memory. The other parts of the piece are in Yiddish, 
Czech and German. "
The other three movements were composed by composers from Poland, 
the Czech Republic and Germany, students from the academies of 
Wroclaw, Prague and Dresden. The Orchestra, comprised of 90 musicians 
from these academies, included 15 players of the Academy's Mendi 
Rodan Symphony Orchestra, and 30 vocalists of the Jerusalem Academy 
Chamber Choir sang in a choir of 160 singers from eight choirs.

The initiator of the event, renowned British stage director Chris Baldwin, 
sought to transfer the story of the Polish Wroclaw, formerly German 
Breslau, to future generations by referring to the four populations who 
have a key part in the history of the city - German, Jewish, Polish and 
Ukrainian, and thus represent the story of all of Europe. Baldwin 
integrated a lighting system that matched and accompanied the 
execution of the musical scores, and performance art video was screened 
on the walls of the four churches that surround the compound where the 
concert took place. Screens were scattered throughout the city in order 
to present the concert to the tens of thousands of visitors.
The Jerusalem Academy Chamber Choir was also selected to open the 
entire festival at an a-cappella concert held in the University of Wroclaw's 
Auditorium Marianum, conducted by the choir's musical director, Prof. 
Stanley Sperber. The choir performed 16 compositions, including 
"Sacri�ce of Isaac" by Aharon Harlap, "God of my Word" by Paul Ben-Haim, 
"Depths" by Ben Yefet, and "Atur Mitzkhekh" by Yoni Rechter and 
Abraham Hal�.
Jerusalem Academy President Prof. Yinam Leef concluded: "We are 
extremely proud that the Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance was 
selected to represent Israel at the event in Wroclaw. We thank the 
Ministry of Foreign A�airs, who also views our participation as very 
important, for its support."

"Construction and Rhythm"
in Poland
The Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance
played a central role in the celebrations of Wroclaw
as the European Capital of Culture 2016
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